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Festival aims to bring 'buzz' to Wall St.
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NORWALK - When she started the Main and Wall Street Festival three years ago, shopkeeper Danna DiElsi had a vision.
"I remember Wall Street as a buzzing, happy place. It was nothing real fancy, just a five-and-10 and the drug store where
you could get an ice cream soda and meet your friends," said the 58-year-old lifelong city resident and owner of The Silk
Touch, a silk flower shop. "But for so many years, it hasn't been anything."
Her goal has been to bring back some of the area's vibrancy.
"Back when I was a girl, I would go with my mother to the bank on Wall Street, go shopping, meet with my friends," she
remembered. "And on a Saturday afternoon, the sidewalk would be mobbed."
Now in its third year, the festival has gained momentum and corporate sponsorship from developers also hoping to
revitalize the area.
The festival started with a showing of a few hundred people two years ago, and tomorrow's free event is expected to
include more than 80 local businesses and community organizations.
The event will include live music, food from local vendors, a stilt walker, a magician, balloon art, a puppet show, facepainting and temporary tattoos, three fashion shows, a performance from Shakespeare on the Sound, free health
screenings, and demonstrations of karate, yoga, massage, floral arranging and dog training.
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A successful festival is a hallmark of a thriving neighborhood, said Tad Diesel, the city's director of marketing and
business development.
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thing was started as a block party two years ago by a
very small yet energetic group of local merchants who
just wanted to make a statement, 'We're alive, we're well
and maybe now is the time to start believing in this
neighborhood,' " Diesel said.
Port Chester, N.Y.-based development company Poko
Partners, which has planned a $140 million mixed-use
development for the business area, is helping support
the festival.
The development is projected to increase the area's
annual tax revenue of $117,000 to $2 million a year.
"We love the organic piece, the idea that it grows from
within and not from the outside," Ken Olson, a Poko
principal, said of the festival.
Once the heart of Norwalk's downtown, the thriving
business district was devastated by the flood of 1955
and hasn't been the same since.
"I think the best thing you could say about the Wall
Street area now is that it's a blank slate. . . . What we're
trying to do is create a community, and the way you do
that is to give people reasons to be there," Olson said.

Street festivals are a tried and true way to market a neighborhood, said Norwalk Redevelopment Agency planner Susan
Sweitzer.
"I think that the concept of having the festival is a step in that direction in the sense that you're developing a destination
place that people start to think of as, 'Oh yeah, I remember going there, that was fun.' It's part and parcel of the
marketing strategy to sell the place," Sweitzer said.
Poko's corporate participation has managed to improve the festival without hijacking it from the small businesses that
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founded it, Diesel said.
"(Olson) has really, in my opinion, become one of the neighbors, but he's got a lot at stake in the success of that
neighborhood," Diesel said.
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