WALL STREET PLACE/POKO PARTNERS SUPPORTS
NORWALK ARTS COMMUNITY
POKO Partners, LLC, developer of Wall Street Place in downtown Norwalk, believes that
revitalizing a community takes more than new real estate development. Part of POKO’s
business philosophy embraces the establishment of a community, not just a
development. As a testament to these values, Wall Street Place/POKO Partners, LLC,
has announced its support of the Norwalk Symphony Orchestra with a donation of
$15,000.
A portion of the contribution will be used toward general funding of the orchestra while
the remaining funds will be used to support the Wall Street Place/POKO Public
Performance Series, a special sequence of over a dozen public performances
throughout the year that are in addition to the symphony’s regular schedule. These free
performances will give the symphony the opportunity to perform in public, allowing the
symphony’s music to be enjoyed by an audience that would not normally be exposed to
it. The symphony will perform in such public venues like festivals, fairs and schools.
In addition to the donation, the Norwalk Symphony Society, the governing body of the
Norwalk Symphony Orchestra, has appointed Kenneth Olson, President and CEO of
POKO Partners, LLC, to the board of governors. Some of his responsibilities include
establishing and clarifying the orchestra's mission; ensuring the availability of financial
resources and management; select, support and review the performance of the
executive director and the music director, set artistic goals and monitor the effectiveness
of the artistic product; and serve as an advocate for the orchestra in the community and
beyond. Because Ken holds strong ties within the Norwalk business community, his
involvement will benefit the symphony’s fundraising efforts and public support.
The Norwalk Symphony Orchestra, now in its 68th season, consists of professional
musicians that perform at the Norwalk Concert Hall. The Norwalk Symphony Orchestra
is dedicated to inspiring audiences with exciting orchestral music, nurturing emerging
young artists, providing music education programs for people of all ages, and offering
professional development opportunities for young conductors. Many of the world’s
greatest musicians have come to Norwalk to play with the Orchestra including Van
Cliburn, Yo-Yo Ma, Itzhak Perlman, Isaac Stern, Emanuel Ax, Dave Brubeck and his son
Chris.
POKO believes that in order to build a community, support of local community
organizations and businesses are needed to help the area continue to thrive. Located
on a 6.3-acre site extending from Wall and Isaacs Streets to West Avenue, Wall Street
Place will be a sustainable, mixed-use development with approximately 390 residences
and 60,000 sq. ft. of retail. The project presents a unique opportunity to shape and
rebuild a substantial portion of what was once the traditional downtown of the City of
Norwalk and the arts plays a key role in sustaining not only the building, but the
neighborhood as well.
Although POKO is optimistic that the new development will stimulate positive change for
the city and downtown area, the company still believes it is vital to support local
organizations - a key component to making any city revitalization a success. In addition
to the Norwalk Symphony Orchestra, POKO recently sponsored Norwalk’s Annual
Main/Wall Street Festival ’08 that took place in June. The company will continue its

support of the downtown celebration and is already helping to organize and plan next
year’s festival.
Earlier in the year, POKO provided a forum for community groups to reach out to the
public at the Wall Street Place unveiling block party, allowing the public’s voice to be
heard. POKO also continues to support the local Chamber of Commerce Golf
Tournaments, the YMCA, the Norwalk Jazz Festival and other area organizations with
financial contributions and endeavors.

