The 6.3-acre site spanning from Wall and Isaacs streets to West
Avenue is no longer a nameless eventual home to a mixed-use
development project officials hope will revitalize Norwalk's
downtown.
It is Wall Street Place – The Heart of Historic Norwalk.

City, state, and development officials unveiled the new moniker
— scrawled on a huge sign that promises "hi-tech" "suburban" and
"serene" development — before crowds at Sunday's POKO Partners,
LLC street fair.

Multi-colored balloons, a brass quintet and a variety of childfocused activities such as face painting and pumpkin decorating
drew area residents to learn more about the plan Redevelopment
Commissioner Emil Albanese said would transform the downtown
into a vibrant, pedestrian-friendly neighborhood like Newbury Street
in Boston or Baltimore's Inner Harbor.
"This project really is the linchpin for development for this whole
area, really the whole city of Norwalk," said state Sen. Bob Duff,
D-25. "We really haven't had a downtown in more than 30 years,
truly since the flood of 1955."

POKO plans to fill the area bounded by West Avenue and Wall,
Leonard and Isaacs streets with 371 housing units, 42,481 square
feet of retail space, 33,230 square feet of live/work space, and
1,040 parking spaces, under the land disposition and development
agreement recently approved by the council.
The project will also use sustainable energy, incorporate small
"mom & pop stores," and will likely be completed by 2012,
according to project officials.

Wall Street Place will also offer easy access to other destinations
such as West Avenue, and the Reed-Putnam redevelopment area,
Kenneth Olson, chief executive officer of POKO Partners, LLC, told
the crowd.
"The idea is that this all connects together and that it's all very
pedestrian and bicycle friendly," he said.
Duvian Montoya, gallery assistant at nearby Flow of Art, said he'd
like to see the development accomplish this goal.
"Hopefully it'll bring foot traffic, the gallery needs foot traffic,
local businesses need foot traffic, and when you put more housing
here, it can generate that," he said. "Hopefully this will be more of
a cultural center than a bar (center)."
Some of the attendees, many who shepherded small children,
were drawn by the fair atmosphere and knew little about the
project. A powerpoint presentation, complete with live explanation
from POKO personnel, was given several times throughout the
afternoon.
Other guests, like Isaacs Street resident Doreen LeGrand, are
acquainted with and excited about Wall Street Place.
LeGrand and her husband, Dee LeGrand, have lived in the
neighborhood for three years and are most excited about the shops
and restaurants the projects will bring, Doreen LeGrand said.
"We think it's great," she said. "It'll help out the neighborhood."
Throughout the project — for which both the master conceptual
plan and land distribution agreement were recently approved —
public reaction has been positive, Olson said.
"The community reception has been fantastic," he said. "We had a
unanimous vote at Common Council twice, how much better can
you get?"
The best is yet to come, Mayor Richard A. Moccia told the crowd.
"This is the beginning," he said. "As Ken told you, this is going to
be a neighborhood again with people walking, talking, breathing,
living where they work."
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